A Message from Mrs. Szmed
Dear MOSS Families,
I am pleased to announce that
we have been receiving a large
number of phone inquiries about
our Preschool and K-8 program
for the 2019-2020 school year.
This is great news! In light of this
information, I would like to begin
accepting new family registration
on January 2, 2019. Re-registration
forms for the 2019-2020 school year
will be sent home to our current
families on December 3, 2018 and are due by December 20,
2018.
Congratulations to our MOSS Ladies Varsity Basketball Team
for an undefeated season and for taking First Place in the
Diocese of Greensburg CYO Basketball Tournament this past
weekend. Thank you for all your hard work.
I would like to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and share
a special prayer for families from Pope Francis:
“Trust in the Lord, because the Lord will not disappoint
you! He never disappoints: He is a good friend, always at
your side. Dear families, always live your life with faith and
simplicity, like the Holy Family of Nazareth. May the joy
and peace of the Lord be always with you.”
Our school has an excellent future, thank you for your
commitment to Catholic education. Please be a positive Mother
of Sorrows School supporter so we can educate many children
for years to come. Happy Thanksgiving!
Faithfully yours,

Theresa A. Szmed

Important Dates
November 21st:
Early Dismissal
11:00 a.m.
(Preschool 3 & 4 Year Old)
11:30 a.m.
(Pre-K 5 through 8th Grade)

November 22nd to 26th:
No School
Happy Thanksgiving

December 1st:
First Reconciliation Retreat
2nd Grade (MOS)

December 6th to 8th:
Santa Shoppe

December 8th:
Light Up Night
6:15 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

December 13th:
Junior High Dance
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

December 14th:
Elves R Us
Kindergarten to 5th Grade

Theresa A. Szmed
Principal
Mother of Sorrows School: 3264 Evergreen Drive, Murrysville, PA 15668
Phone: 724-733-8840 Website: www.mosschool.org
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SAVE THE DATE
#IGIVE

O MOSS

What is the NCEA “Annual Day of Giving”?
The National Catholic Education Association’s “Annual Day of
Giving” is a special day in which family, friends, coworkers and
businesses can donate money directly to Mother of Sorrow’s
School.
When does the “Annual Day of Giving” take place?
This event will take place on January 29, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. and
runs for 24 hours, closing on January 30, 2019.
What will the funds be used for?
All money raised, from this fundraiser, will be used to begin the
process of replacing our current SMART Boards with Next
Generation iBoards.
What is the fundraising goal?
Our goal is to raise $15,000. Please know that any amount, from
the smallest to the largest donation, will help MOSS; however,
some of our suggested donation levels are listed below:
• $50
• $250
• $500
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Donate online at www.mosschool.giving.factsmgt.com

Please help us
reach our goal:
$15,000

All money raised will be used to
purchase Next Generation
iBoards

Did you Know?
Did you know that many schools have cut back on their Arts programming, but MOSS
has increased focus on this program through Project Based Learning (PBL)?
Project Based Learning allows our students to actively explore real-world problems using
technology, hands-on projects, team engagement and ownership of independent
responsibility. Some units in grades two through eight include: sculpting a United States
landmark, building a map of the Oregon Trail, creating a Fun Food Fraction Cookbook and
even building their own movable parts games.
Did you know MOSS has the only SmartLab, by Creative Learning Systems, in
western Pennsylvania?
Our SmartLab incorporates a combination of STEM and media arts that stir intrinsic
motivation paired with the growth of next generation learning skills that you won’t find taught
in your average classroom. In addition to the SmartLab, students at MOSS receive studies in
Spanish (preschool through 8th grade), Pre-Engineering (6th through 8th grade), 21st Century
Technology Infusion (Coding and Scratch) and LEGO Robotics (6th through 8th grade).
Did you know that MOSS targets the heart, mind and soul of their students by
learning, praying and playing together in a faith-filled environment?
MOSS drives the focus of young minds toward understanding they can contribute to the
greater good by getting to know and serve our Lord, Jesus Christ in all things.
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Diocesan Back to School Mass

Last month, the 8th grade students represented MOSS at the “Diocesan Back to School Mass” with
Bishop Malesic. Thank you 8th grade for your participation in this yearly MOSS tradition!

Sumdog Competition
Congratulations to the winners of the
latest Westmoreland County Sumdog
Competition. The following students
were recognized for answering the
highest number of questions correctly:
Gavin Gnecco – 1st Place
Rylie Loughran – 2nd Place
Ryan Loughran – 4th Place
Elijah Pecorari – 7th Place
The National Sumdog Competition
begins on Friday, November 30th at
8:00 a.m. and will end on Thursday,
December 6th at 8:00 p.m.
Good luck to all our participants!
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All Saints Program

The whole school had an opportunity to learn all about our Catholic Saints during
the 3rd Grade Saint Program which took place, during Mass, on November 8th.
We would like to congratulate the 3rd grade class on a job well done.

Fish Fry Kick-Off Meeting
Are you interested in joining the Fish Fry
Committee? If so, please join us for the
Kick-Off Meeting on November 28th at 6:30
p.m. in the school library. Please RSVP to
Theresa Szmed at tszmed@mosschool.org.
We hope to see you there!

2019/2020 School Registration
Believe it or not, you will receive your MOSS Re-Registration Packet on December 3rd.
In order to guarantee your spot, for the 2019/2020 school year, these forms must be
turned in by December 20th. We are pleased to have ongoing interest in our school; however,
we are giving our current families the first opportunity to re-register. Any existing families who
have not re-registered by December 20th, will be handled on a first come, first serve basis.
So please turn in your forms, on time, so you can continue to be a part of our MOSS family!
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Field Trip Fun

The 8th grade students had an opportunity to spend the day in Gettysburg. Their personal
tour guide, Mr. Miller, brought the Battle of Gettysburg and the Civil war to life with his
remarkable stories. They also had a chance to see the historical cemetery (Soldier’s
National Cemetery) where President Abraham Lincoln gave his famous, “Gettysburg
Address.” We would like to thank Mrs. Bartifay for arranging the field trip. We’d also like to
thank our chaperones and Mr. Miller for sharing his knowledge with our 8th grade students!

Kindergarten had fun learning on
their field trip to Triple B Farms!

The Preschool 3 Year Old Class
spent the day Schramm’s Farm!
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Thanksgiving Service Project

Our 4th grade students packed bags of food to help those in need have a Happy Thanksgiving!
Thank you 4th grade for your generosity and for spreading cheer this holiday season!

Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall
Students from Mother of
Sorrows School, in grades
4th through 8th had an
opportunity to visit the
Vietnam Traveling Memorial
Wall. The students were
greeted and then divided
into smaller groups, each
led by a tour guide. Our
students explored military
tents set with artifacts,
models, photographs and
guest speakers. Following
the tour, students were
given time to search the
Wall for family and to offer
prayers for the deceased.
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Spotlight on Sports

Girls’ Basketball
The Mother of Sorrows Girls’ Basketball CYO season concluded on Sunday,
November 18th. We had one JJV team, two JV teams and one Varsity team
playing this year. The Girls’ Varsity team went undefeated during the regular
season and was victorious in the end of season Championship Tournament
conducted on November 17th and 18th at Greensburg Central Catholic High
School. The Mother of Sorrows champion team and coaches are pictured above
with their 1st Place Trophy that will be proudly placed in the MOS trophy case.
Congratulations girls on an amazing season!
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Student Spotlight
On October 27th, the MOS Varsity Girls’ Basketball
team recognized 8th grader, Clare Falce, before
Clare’s final home game. Clare has been
instrumental in the MOS Varsity girls’ strong
performances over the last two years. Clare was a
key party of the MOS Varsity team’s second place
finish in 2017 and the team’s undefeated regular
season this year. Clare scored a career high in
points this year. Congratulations Clare and thank you
for all your hard work and dedication to the team.

Boys’ Basketball
The Mother of Sorrows Boys Basketball season is
starting on December 1st. We will have two JJV
teams, two JV teams and one Varsity team. The
home game schedule will be listed in future issues
of the Newsletter. Good luck to all of the boys!

Upcoming Christmas Programs
All families are invited to attend our upcoming Christmas Programs. On December 20th,
grades Kindergarten through 8th grade will attend Mass at 9:30. During the homily, the
Kindergarten class will perform the ABC’s of Advent. Our annual Christmas Concert will
begin immediately following Mass. During the Christmas Concert, 2nd grade will perform
the Living Nativity Christmas Play. Please note, all students will be dismissed from their
classroom after the concert with a parent in attendance or at 11:30. We hope you can
join us as we celebrate the holiday season together as a school family.

Santa Shoppe
Students will have an opportunity to buy Christmas presents for their
loved ones at our amazing Santa Shoppe on December 6th and 7th.
The Santa Shoppe will also be open during Light Up Night on
Saturday, December 8th. Be sure to stop by and check out all of our
wonderful merchandise on display. Any parents that would like to
volunteer should email Lisa DiNinno at dininnos@yahoo.com. Please
note, clearances are required to volunteer. We hope to see you there!
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Around the Halls of MOSS

Here is a look at Charlie
Smart participating in some
“Creepy Crawly Science” in
Mrs. Stack’s Preschool class.

The 5th graders had lots of
fun constructing Native
American Dreamcatchers.

The Pre-K 5 classroom learned all about the letter “F”
and completed a fun “Finger painting Project afterwards.

Mrs. Zubrow’s class learned all about
“Nocturnal Animals” using the Carnegie
Museum Loan program to bring their lesson alive!

