A Message from Mrs. Szmed
Dear MOSS Families,
What an amazing school year! I want to thank you
all for all the support and patience shown to
myself and our staff this past year. We are
honored that you chose us as partners in
educating your child. We had many successes
and some challenges, yet despite it all, we
continued the work that must be done. There are
countless people to whom I own an expression of
gratitude and hope that we continue working
together in the coming year. Presently, the
2019-2020 school year has 338 students enrolled. That is fantastic!
A big THANKS goes out to all the volunteers who made our fundraisers a huge
success! Thanks to volunteers who were in the cafeteria and in the classrooms
supporting teachers in everything possible. Your presence and support make a
much stronger Mother of Sorrows School. I hope to continue counting on you in
the years to come.
Throughout the summer months, I will be reaching out to you through email and
the school website will be updated frequently to reflect information for the new
school year. We are also planning several get togethers over the summer, so
please keep in touch on our Facebook page.
Inside this newsletter, please see the information about the school office
summer hours just in case you want to purchase Scrip over the summer. Please
feel free to stop in or call if you need assistance. Also, see the details about the
Transportation Committee being formed to assist in creating a better plan for car
rider dismissal at the end of the day.

Important Dates
May 17th:
Preschool Graduation
(7:00 p.m.)

May 21st:
8th Grade Graduation
(7:00 p.m.)

May 22nd:
PreK 5 Graduation
(6:00 p.m.)
Kindergarten Program
(7:00 p.m.)

May 28th:
Last Day of School
(Dismissal at 11:30 a.m.)

Our Catholic school has an excellent future, thanks for your commitment to Mother
of Sorrows School. Please be a positive MOSS supporter so we can educate
many children for years to come.
Have a relaxing and safe summer!
Faithfully yours,

Theresa A. Szmed
Theresa A. Szmed
Principal

Mother of Sorrows School: 3264 Evergreen Drive, Murrysville, PA 15668
Phone: 724-733-8840 Website: www.mosschool.org
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Help Needed
MOSS Eagles First Lego League Robotics Team
We need your help! We are looking for volunteers to help coach “The MOSS
Eagles FIRST Lego League Robotics Team”. For the past two years, Drs. Eric
and Kimberly Bracken and Mrs. Brenda Beeson have coached our talented Robotics
Team. Their sons are currently in 7th grade and, as a result, they are looking to
mentor new coaches, this fall, in preparation for the 2020-2021 season. The season
runs from August through early December. The team meets once a week from the
beginning of August until the middle of October when the team begins to practice
twice a week. During the off season, skill building activities are also held roughly
twice a month. FIRST teams are limited in size. It takes a great deal of maturity for
students to be able to successfully complete a project of this scope. For this reason,
the MOSS Robotics Team has only accepted middle school students; however,
FIRST Lego League is open to students in grades 4th through 8th. If your son or
daughter will be in any of these grades, during the fall of 2019, please consider
joining our team (with your child). If you are interested in becoming a coach, please
contact Kim Bracken at kimberly.c.bracken@gmail.com. Unfortunately, if we do not
have any coaches, the MOSS Eagles FIRST Lego League Robotics Team will have
its final season during the 2019-2020 school year! So, please join our team so our
students can continue to enjoy this wonderful program for many years to come.
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Day of Giving Update

We would like to once again thank all of the families and businesses who donated to our Annual Day
of Giving. Because of your generous donations, the school will be purchasing three 75-inch iBOARDS
with Integrated PC’S. We can’t wait for our students to start using this wonderful technology!

Did You Know?
Do you pay more than $3,500 in PA taxes?
If so, did you know that you may be eligible to donate cash to Mother of Sorrows School at little
cost to you? Individuals and couples filing jointly can donate through the PA EITC program.

Here’s how it works:
1. Donate to the Central PA Scholarship Fund.
• Be sure to specify that your donation will go to Mother of Sorrows School.
2. File your PA taxes.
• You can deduct your donation from your PA tax bill.
(up to 90% of your PA tax liability)
3. File your federal taxes.
• Deduct your charitable donation on your federal form.

For more information, please email
Theresa Szmed at tszmed@mosschool.org

MOSS NEWSLETTER

MAY 2019

Designer Purse Bingo
Our 2nd annual Designer Purse Bingo took place on Cinco de Mayo and it was a
HUGE success! This fiesta themed fundraiser sold out within days of the event and
made a profit of $16,827.24. The Designer Purse Bingo Committee would like to thank all
those who attended the event. With the money collected, each grade sponsored a “Designer
Purse Prize and a Matching Wallet or Accessory”. We would like to thank the following
individuals and business sponsors for all their help in making this fundraiser so successful:

Designer Purse Bingo

Food and Drink

Committee Members

Donations

1. Darlene Kallen – Chairperson
2. Jennifer Farberow – Co-Chairperson
3. Amy Balla
4. Jodi Beall
5. Jim Bonidie
6. Sandy Bonidie
7. Michele Cepicka
8. Jackie Glosser
9. Jojo Hudock
10. Joe Kallen
11. Ashley Petrucci
12. Kelly Snoznik

Set Up/Clean Up
1. Amy Balla
2. Jodi Beall
3. Jim Bonidie
4. Sandy Bonidie
5. Jennifer Farberow
6. Noah Farberow
7. Darlene Kallen
8. Joe Kallen
9. Amy Kreutel
10. Robert Kreutel
11. Ashley Petrucci
12. Mark Phaneuf
13. Amy Radkowski
14. Kelly Snoznik
15. Ed Szmed
16. John Szmed

1. Amie Acie
2. Michele Cepicka
3. Janie Curry
4. Jennifer Farberow
5. Rachel Hicks
6. Jojo Hudock
7. Susan Loughran
8. Theresa Morgan
9. Shanon Phaneuf
10. Marie Ruggieri
11. Jacqueline Smith
12. Kelly Snoznik
13. Desiree Yetter
14. Natalie Zoracki

Special Thanks
1. Stacey Amandola (Ticket Sales)
2. Chef Amy (Food Preparation)
3. Jodi Beall (Food Pick Up)
4. Elisa Capozoli (Social Media)
5. Cris Coleman (Ticket Sales)
6. Noah Farberow (Food Pick Up)
7. Amy Kreutel (Volunteer)
8. Shanon Phaneuf (Volunteer)
9. Ed Szmed (Set Up/Clean Up)
10. John Szmed (Volunteer)
11. Theresa Szmed (Planning)
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Designer Purse Bingo Sponsors
1. 2 Anonymous Donors
2. 380 Auction
3. Atria’s
4. Busy Beaver Building Centers
5. Carrie Malley
6. Central Catholic High School
7. Chestnut Hills Dental
8. Choice Auto Sales
9. Choice Car Care & Repair
10. Classic Auto Refinishing
11. Doing Better Business
12. Dr. Romeo R. Bella
13. Farberow Family
14. First National Bank
15. Greensburg Central Catholic High School
16. Juniper Grill
17. LaPay Family
18. Log Cabin Embroidery
19. Moio’s Italian Pastry Shop

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

Morgan Family
Mother of Sorrows Church
Mother of Sorrows School
Oakland Catholic High School
Petrucci Family
Pittsburgh Zoo
Pure A Salon
Rita’s Italian Ice
Rooz Brews
Sarries Candies
Sherwin-Williams
Sotak Insurance
Subway
Susan Lynn RE/MAX Heritage
Szmed Family
Tomley Allstate Insurance
Tops Staffing
Wes Kindelberger Farmer’s Insurance
West Penn Diesel

First Holy Communion

Here is a look at some of our 2nd graders as they prepared to receive Jesus for the first time.
Congratulations to all our 2nd graders who received their First Holy Communion, this month.
May God continue to bless you today, tomorrow and always!
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Spotlight on Sports
MOS Girls Volleyball
The Mother of Sorrows Girls Volleyball teams have
completed another successful season. MOS had 56 girls
that played CYO Volleyball this year, our most ever. MOS
had two Junior JV teams, two JV teams, and one Varsity
team. The end of the season championship tournament is
being held at Greensburg Central Catholic High School on
May 18th. Congratulations to all the girls for a great season!

MOS All Sports Banquet
Mother of Sorrows held its third annual Mother of Sorrows All Sports Banquet on April 26th
in the MOS Social Hall. The banquet was a celebration of MOS athletes in all sports
including: Cross Country, Basketball, Jump Rope, Cheerleading, Volleyball, and Track &
Field. Approximately 260 athletes and family members attended the event. The banquet
featured a buffet dinner followed by a program of special recognition for all student athletes
and their coaches. Every athlete was individually introduced and received a commemorative
medal for their sport. Our graduating 8th grade student athletes, Clare Falce and Kyle
Cararini, received blessed medals and all MOS families received a personalized gift bag
which included a MOSS car magnet and a MOSS Eagles Terrible Towel. We would like to
thank everyone that attended the banquet. It was a special evening full of fun!
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MOS Cross Country Open Event
The Cross Country team will hold an open event on May 20th in
the Leftwich Pavilion at Murrysville Community Park from 6:00
p.m. to 7:15 p.m. Practices for the season will start in early
August and we want to give interested students the opportunity to
experience being part of our team before the season begins.
Come join us at MCP for a short trail run and some fun running
games. If you have any questions, please contact Coach Lucas
Dos Santos at lucasdsf@hotmail.com. We hope to see you there!
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Night of the Arts
The Night of the Arts took place on May 15th at Greensburg Central Catholic
High School. Doors opened at 5:45 p.m. and admission was free, with a suggested
donation to benefit the Arts Department at our schools! The night included choral
and instrumental presentations, an art gallery and individual student presentations.
Congratulations to the following MOSS students who had their artwork on display:
PK3:

Shane Visnick, Lucy Devett and Sebastian Miller

PK4:

Rahini Kad, Emily Billman, Cooper Proviano and Arianna Taylor

PK5:

Kevin Saksun, Pranshul Bhargava and Vincent Davico

Kindergarten:

Emily Knizner, Chelsea Denslinger and Hayden Walker

First Grade:

Jeremy Harman, Maggie Eichelberger, Dylan Salas and Evie Delaney

Second Grade:

Krista Denslinger, Zachariah Miller, Audrina Mohr, Nicholas D’Cruze
Callie Yauger, Maggie Thompson, Braylon Simonds, Xander Whittier,
Zoe Funari, Sabrina Donald, Katie Bell, Simon Stofko, Connor Duncan and
Sofia Travaglino

Third Grade:

Lauren Bell, Noah Simone, Haley Kallen and Travis Himes

Fourth Grade:

Alayeh Auen, Emma Beacom, Brooke Bergamasco, Jocelyn Bertagna,
Annemarie Falce, Reid Farberow, Beau Fennick, Emerson Funari,
Chase Gelpi, Anna Belle Kelly, Kaden Lauer, Nico McCreary, Mia McMaster,
Luke Radkowski, Drew Rich, Andrew Stofko, Chloe Carr, Nikhil Chekuru,
Bailee Dayton, Makela Kapp, Madonna Koval, Morgan Loughran, Xavier
Miller, Nino Ninemire, Jameson Raynak, Samantha Schork, Ria Sehgal,
Landon Stoner, Adelina Truschel, Henry Vargo and Andrew Waruszewski

Fifth Grade:

Regis Keller, Sarah Ruggieri and Aiden Osselburn

Sixth Grade:

Ben Balla, Nathan Malley, Janelle Koval, Dylan Kashak, Luke Nuzzo,
Emily Hicks, Adelaide Kreutel, Tyler Pipon, Preston Stoner and
Sophia Zorich

Seventh Grade:

Derek German, Matthew Ruehl, Milan Seminatore, Wesley Behanna,
Andrew Voetsch, Olivia Fennick and William Jeffries

Eighth Grade:

Kylei Cararini, Clare Falce, Olivia Jana, Rita Ruggieri, Margaret Kepler,
Brian Rodgers, Liam O’Connor and GiGi Pediconi
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A Message from 8th Grade

Dear MOSS Parents,
As we prepare to graduate, we 8th graders would like share what is in our hearts regarding a worrisome
trend. We have noticed how misuse of technology and social media negatively affects us as teenagers,
and even more disturbing, how many younger children are becoming attached to screens too early.
Excessive use of technology has a price tag. We had a long discussion about how it causes loneliness,
depression, isolation, diminished self-esteem and distraction from what really matters: each other!
We admit that we’ve used technology until we have a headache, it makes us moody and we become
unable to stop. It’s designed that way, to crush your will to do anything else. It prevents us from having
meaningful conversations, from spending undistracted time together, from getting outdoors and from
exercising. We need sunlight! And we’re pretty sure all the screen time is hurting our eyes.
Bullies love the internet because they can do their damage from a distance and never be confronted.
We’ve seen how smart phones have hurt and changed us and our friends, turning us into introverts and
preventing us from finding our talents. We forget to live in the moment, and instead, focus on capturing
that great selfie.
Our one and only life on earth is a gift from God. Why would we squander it on a distraction that’s
passive? Living isn’t something you can do in front of a screen.
We are so passionate about this that we planned a special mini-retreat with our 3rd grade prayer partners.
Our goal was to show them what they’re missing outside by teaching them a variety of games and
creating a “nature” craft. We performed skits, shared our testimonials and prayed together.
Parents, we implore you to help your kids by limiting their use of technology if it’s not educational. We love
all the positive things that can be done with appropriately used technology, but we see too much of the
opposite. Please spend time with them outdoors. Please monitor what they are looking at. You can’t
“unsee” terrible things. Please remind them that God has big plans for them ---- they need to search for
their purpose. Thank you for listening to our hearts.
Sincerely,
The MOSS 8th Grade
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Field Trip Fun
4th Grade took
a trip to
Falling Waters!
Preschool spent
time on a farm!
5th Grade visited
Fort Ligonier!
2nd Grade took
a trip to
Heinz Hall!
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Talent Show
The yearly MOSS talent show took
place on Friday, May 10th. All of our
performers did an amazing job
showcasing their special gifts from
God. Thank you to all those who
participated in this fantastic event.
Please check out some of our talented
young artists in the pictures below.
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Student Spotlight

“The Queen Alliquippa
Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution”
would like to announce two
MOSS winners for the
American History Essay
Contest. This contest focused
on imagining what life was like
during the time in which the
19th amendment was passed
and women were granted the
right to vote. We would like to
congratulate 8th grader Clare
Falce and 6th grader Marielle
Wilson for being our two
MOSS winners! Both girls will
receive a medal, a certificate
and a book to congratulate
them for their exemplary work.

Around the Halls of MOSS

3rd graders Carmella ad Olivia are
designing a poster illustrating how
animals cool off in the Mojave Desert.

The 4th graders completed an “End of Year
PowerPoint Project”! Their assignment was to create
a memory book of all their 4th Grade Favorites!
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Around the Halls of MOSS
Kindergarten learns all about the parts
of a plant and has fun planting new seeds!

2nd graders had an opportunity to observe
the life cycle of a butterfly in science class.

Music Lessons with Mrs. Ayers!

4th grade put on a play
all about having “Good Character”.

Students having fun in Mrs. Smart’s
Introduction to Robotics Club

MOSS NEWSLETTER

MAY 2019

MOSS NEWSLETTER

MAY 2019

Transportation Committee Members Needed!
Moss has had a tremendous increase in the number of cars in the car rider line
at the end of the day. Many times, the traffic spills onto Old Rt. 22 and as a
result we snarl traffic. Additionally, when cars are waiting to pull up in front of
the school in the present car rider line, many parishioners and visitors are
blocked in their parking spaces and cannot exit the premises. To help solve
these challenges, I am asking for volunteers to study and create a plan to help
alleviate this issue. Please email Theresa Szmed at tszmed@mosschool.org
by Friday, May 24th if you are interested in being on this committee.

Office Summer Hours
Monday through Friday:
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
(or by appointment)

End of School Year Prayer
O God, we praise and thank you for the gift of this school year.
It has been a time filled with grace and blessings,
with challenges and opportunities, joys and sorrows.
The days have passed quickly, O Lord.
The weeks, the months, the seasons and the holy days.
The learning, play, and programs have all come forth from your hand.
Give us the rest and refreshment we need this summer.
Let our efforts of this past year bear fruit.
Bring all of our plans to a joyful conclusion
and bless us according to your will.
With the fulfillment of our summer hopes and dreams
watch over us in the weeks of rest ahead
and guide us each day as you have done this past year.
Help us return to school with a new spirit and a new energy.
May we continue to grow in age, wisdom, knowledge
and grace all the days of our lives.

Amen

