MOSS Newsletter
December 2017
A Note From Mrs. Szmed
Dear MOSS Families,
In just a few days, we will be celebrating the birth of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. All the children have prepared their hearts for Jesus’s coming
through prayer, reconciliation, and service. Please try to join us for
our school liturgy on Friday, Dec. 22nd, at 9:30 a.m. followed by the 2nd
Grade Living Nativity and at 1:30 p.m., our Christmas Choral and
Instrument Concert. On behalf of the faculty and staff of Mother of
Sorrows School, I wish all of our families a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.
Once school resumes on January 3rd, registration for the 2018-2019
school year will be in full swing. Thank you to all of our families who
took advantage of the early Preschool and Kindergarten registration
opportunity. All MOSS families will be receiving a re-registration
packet sometime in January. I hope that I can count on you to return
your information in a timely manner. I have now begun accepting new
family registrations for Preschool and Kindergarten and I am amazed
at the number of inquiries that keep coming into the office daily.
Catholic Schools Week will kick-off on Sunday, January 28th at the
9:30 a.m. Mass at Mother of Sorrows Church. All of our students
have an opportunity to be a part of the liturgical celebration. The
Open House that follows the Mass is an opportunity for MOSS to
celebrate the educational accomplishments of our students, highlight
cutting-edge programs we offer, and give new families time to explore
the MOSS difference. It would be wonderful to see all of our families
join in our Catholic Schools Week celebration. Special Catholic
Schools Week activities will continue in the school the rest of the
week. Please see additional information in this newsletter.

Important Dates:
December 19th:
Junior High Dance
(6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.)

December 20th:
Pepperoni Roll Pick Up
Great American
Fundraiser Pick Up
(1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.)

December 22nd:
Kindergarten ABC's of Advent
(9:30 a.m.)
2nd Grade Living Nativity
(Following 9:30 a.m. Mass)
Preschool through 8th Grade
Christmas Concert
(1:30 p.m.)

January 3rd:
School Resumes

January 10th:
End of Second Quarter
Save Day Program

January 13th:
Intergenerational Dinner

January 15th:
No School
Martin Luther King Day

January 16th:
No School
Parent Conferences

Week of January 28th:
Catholic Schools Week

Our school has an excellent future. Thank you for your commitment
to Catholic education. Please be a positive Mother of Sorrows School
supporter so we can educate many children for years to come.

Mother of Sorrows School
3264 Evergreen Drive
Murrysville, PA 15668

Phone:
Faithfully yours,
Theresa A. Szmed
Principal

724-733-8840

Website:
www.mosschool.org
We're on Facebook!
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Spotlight on Sports
Members of the Mother of Sorrows athletic teams earned service
hours in November and December by providing assistance for two
Mother of Sorrows service projects. Members of the Mother of
Sorrows cross country, basketball, and volleyball teams collected
presents for the Merry Mittens Project before Masses on two
weekends in November. They also helped set-up displays for the
December Craft Show. We would like to send a huge thank you
to all the athletes who participated in these service projects.

Girls' Basketball
The Mother of Sorrows Girls'
Basketball Teams finished their
season by competing in the
Diocesan Girls' Basketball
Tournament, on November 18, at
Greensburg Central Catholic High
School. All four of the Mother of
Sorrows teams performed well,
displaying both hard work and great
sportsmanship throughout the day.
We would like to congratulate the
Junior Varsity and Varsity teams for
earning second place honors in this
tournament. We would also like to
thank all of the coaches who took
time out of their busy schedules to
coach the teams this year.
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Box Top Contest
Thank you to all the families and teachers who participated in our fall
Box Top Contest. We collected a total of $7,730. Mrs. Capozoli earned
the Starbucks gift card by collecting 271 Box Tops. Our two student
winners were Alexandra Muir (PreK-4) and Elliah Phaneuf (4th Grade)
who both earned jump passes to Sky Zone. Congratulations to our
winners and a huge thank you to everyone who participated in the
contest. Keep saving those Box Tops for our next competition!

Teacher Spotlight: Mrs. DeGroot

Mrs. DeGroot was recently recognized, in the Tribune Review, for her instruction in computer coding.
In the article, she shared all of the wonderful programs she uses in her classroom to teach MOSS
students how to organize commands, create small animations, and construct electrical circuits. Her
students are even creating Google Doodles which are the animated logos that Google regularly uses on
its homepage. This month, Mrs. DeGroot's computer classes participated in the "Hour of Code" during
National Computer Science Education Week. This program reaches out to millions of students, in over
180 countries, through a one hour introduction to computer science and computer programming.
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Thank you Mrs. DeGroot for giving our students the tools to lead them into the 21st Century.
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MOSS Service Projects
Each year, MOSS students, faculty and staff support a local ministry during the
season of Advent. It has been our tradition for many years to assist Intersection,
an outreach program for the poor and homeless of McKeesport. Staffed by
volunteers, Intersection is a ministry of the Sisters of Mercy. During the week of
December 11th, MOSS collected various items to make "Hygiene Bags for the
Homeless". We would like to thank Mrs. Zsak and Mrs. Amorose for coordinating
this service project and for everyone who contributed to this worthwhile cause.

This month, the 7th and 8th grade
students collected gifts and donations
for those in need. Thank you for your
generosity and for lending a helping
hand during the holiday season.

During the 4th grade Christmas Party, students
decorated stockings and filled them with toiletries.
The stockings will be taken to a local nursing home
and distributed to the elderly. We would like to thank
the 4th grade students for all their hard work.
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Elves R Us
Elves R Us took place on Friday, December
1st. Students, in Kindergarten through 5th
grade, spent the day creating handmade
presents for their loved ones. We would like
to thank all of the parent volunteers and
teachers who organized this fun-filled day.

Santa Shoppe
Great news! The Santa Shoppe raised a total of $4,227 for our
school. Janie Beacom and Jennifer Farberow would like to
thank all of the parents, grandparents, students and teachers
who helped the Santa Shoppe run smoothly this year. They
had many volunteers come in to set up, tear down, shop with
students and wrap presents. A special thanks to Mrs. Szmed
who made sure everything was ready for them, as they
transitioned the FLC into the Santa Shoppe!

Susan Stoner dressed up as
an elf while volunteering at
the Santa Shoppe.
Thank you for all your help!
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5th Grade Nativity Project
The 5th grade religion classes worked so hard making their very own Nativity scenes.
Please take a look at their beautiful work.
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Light Up Night
Thank you to all who attended our 4th Annual
Light up Night! We had a great turnout, and we
were so happy to share in this special evening
with our MOS community. Thank you to all of
the families who generously donated baked
goods, hot chocolate bar supplies and
ornaments for our Christmas tree! We would
also like to thank everyone who participated in
the Gingerbread House Contest. We raised
$140 which will go directly to the food bank.
Congratulations to our winners, AnnaBelle and

Congratulations to 4th grader, Finn Thompson,

AryAnna Kelly! We look forward to seeing

who won on the privilege of lighting up the tree.

everyone again next year. Merry Christmas!

Living Nativity Display
Thank you to all the students who volunteered for this beautiful presentation.
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12 Days of Christmas Door Displays

12 Drummers Drumming

9 Ladies Dancing

11 Pipers Piping

10 Lords a Leaping

8 Maids a Milking

7 Swans a Swimming

December 2017

6 Geese a Laying

3 French Hens
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5 Golden Rings

2 Turtle Doves

4 Calling Birds

a Partridge in a Pear Tree
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Catholic Schools Week: Tentative Schedule
Sunday, January 28th:
•
•

Catholic Schools Week Kick Off Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. Mass at Mother of Sorrows Church
Open House from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Monday, January 29th:
•
•

CSW Kick Off Prayer Service at 9:00 a.m. in the gym and Cheerleader Pep Rally
Lion King, Jr. musical preview at 9:30 a.m. in the cafeteria; ONLY musical students dress
down in Lion King, Jr. shirts

Special Guest Lunch:
•
•
•
•
•

1st Grade - 11:15 a.m.
Preschool 3 & 4 - 11:30 a.m.
2nd & 4th Grade - 11:30 a.m.
5th & 6th Grade - 12:15 p.m.
Preschool lunch will be in the classroom

Tuesday, January 30th :
•
•

‘SOUP’er Bowl Day - students bring in 2 cans of soup for the Food Pantry
Student Free Dress Down in MOSS Marathon T-Shirt

Special Guest Lunch:
•
•
•
•

PreK 5 - 11:30 a.m.
Kindergarten and 3rd Grade - 11:30 a.m.
7th & 8th Grade - 12:15 p.m.
PreK 5 lunch will be in the classroom

Wednesday, January 31st:
•
•

Crazy Sock and Crazy Hat Day; students still wear regular school uniform
AR Read-A-Thon Day in the FLC

Thursday, February 1st:
•
•
•

Bus Driver Breakfast
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon in FLC
School Mass at 9:30 a.m. (dress uniform)

Friday, February 2nd:
•
•
•
•

Free Dress Down Day ; dress in your favorite Sports Team apparel
8th Grade vs. Staff/Parents Basketball Game at 2:00 p.m. in the gym
Jump Rope Club is doing a half-time show
Opening night of Lion King, Jr. at 7:00 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday, February 3rd & 4th:
•
•

Lion King, Jr. show at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday
Lion King, Jr. show at 2 p.m. on Sunday

